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BISHOPRIC MESSAGE AUGUST 2015

In the scriptures we hear the terms stand as a witness of God and Christ at all times and in all things and in all
places. (Mosiah 18:9) This is very true today in the world we live in. President Monson has stated: "I've lived
long enough to have witnessed much of the metamorphosis of society’s morals. Where once the standards of
the Church and the standards of society were mostly compatible, now there is a wide chasm between us, and
it's growing ever wider.” (General Conference 4/11)

Brothers and Sisters today we can see the chasm between the Lords values and moral standards and society's.
May we all “let our light shine” and be a "witness of God" to those around us who don't share our moral
values. We don't need to argue with society in social media, or talk down to others in any manner. But we
should "stand steadfast and immovable” (1 Nephi 2:10) in our faith and standards and testify with love and
charity to those around us. Because sometimes being a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints means standing strong "for our God, our religion, and freedom, and our peace, our spouses and our
children.” (Alma 46:12) Our Savior was the greatest example to us. He taught with love and patience, but he
also testified and spoke out against society and teachings that did not go along with His and His Fathers

gospel:

"Sadly enough, my young friends, it is a characteristic of our age that if people want any gods at all, they want
them to be gods who do not demand much, comfortable gods, smooth gods who not only don't rock the boat
but don’t even row it, gods who pat us on the head, make us giggle, then tell us to run along and pick
marigolds.

Talk about man creating God in his own image! Sometimes—and this seems the greatest irony of all—these
folks invoke the name of Jesus as one who was this kind of “comfortable” God. Really? He who said not only
should we not break commandments, but we should not even think about breaking them. And if we do think
about breaking them, we have already broken them in our heart. Does that sound like “comfortable” doctrine,
easy on the ear and popular down at the village love-in? (Elder Holland April 2014)

Brothers and Sisters the Lord needs us now more then ever to stand firmly in the gospel and boldly testify of
the truths we have come to know and understand for ourselves. This I know to be true and testify of these

truths in the name of Jesus Christ Amen. Jimmy Carpenter Dana Ward Bishopric
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Knist1 Harnis
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Cruz Rivera
Ray Crandell
Robert Jorgensen
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Full-Time Missionaries

Elder Rippstein !

¥

Elder Roberson
Priesthood Ordinations

480-212-2744
Congratulations to

Preston Metcalf on
advancing to a
Teacher and to
Donovan Blau for
advancing to a
Priest.

Congratulations to Jose
Canez on his baptism on
July 25th. Congrats to Callie
Gardiner and Lilyann
Merkley, both girls turned 8
and were baptized by their

fathers.
A

Sunday Lesson Curriculum
Sunday School - New Testament

Youth Sunday School - Come Follow Me
Youth 3rd Hour - Come Follow Me
HP, Elder's & RS - Pres. Ezra Taft Benson

June Lesson Schedule
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- Parents of seminary students and seminary ) T ng Ing In
students, t he school year is fast approaching and Dana Ward

time for seminary registration for the 2015-2016
school year. If you have a young woman or man
who will be in grades 9th - 12th, please make sure
they are registered for seminary.

» Two things must be done: 1. Go to https://
seminary.lds.org/ register?lang=engand sign up
there. 2. Request release time on your school's
schedule when you sign up for this semester of
classes.

Celena Sommer & Monroe Fuller
are engaged and will be married in
the coming month. Brandon
Boone & Karley Sanders are
engaged. Courtney Eyring &
Kenric Westbrook are

engaged and will be married

on November 19th.



PRIMARY

President Laura Carpenter
1st Coun. April Hogue
2nd Coun. Janet Hassell
Secretary Tima Hird

2015 Theme: 1 KNOW
MY SAVIOR LIVES _
August Theme: Jesus Christ Is the Son of God, and He
Is a God of Miracles
Week 1: Jesus Christ is a God of miracles.
Week 2: Jesus Christ can heal the sick.
Week 3: Jesus Christ has power over death.
Week 4: Miracles come to those who have faith.
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We welcome the followmg individuals and families to
the Dana Ward. We can't wait to get to know you.

| Andreana Jimenez Isabella Galindo
‘ Alenxander Mario Nunez
L Christopher Jared Montierth
Domani Maldonado Gericalynn Dukepoo
Jennifer Clancy Serenity
Jocie Davis
Harrison Soleya
Tyler & Morgan Benson Draicoe
Jeff & Carrie Fenn Daxis
Brigham Catharina Zurhaar
Anabell Maritza Wells
Cora Linda Hale
Charlotte Rodney Hale

Article’s of Faith in the g/ <
Primary Room . ——
President Kyle Hassell
1st Coun. Daniel Scott
2nd Coun. Isaac Nelson
Secretary Tyler Benson
President Wendy Tonga
st Coun. Julie Eyring
2nd Coun. Melanie Brinton EMB" RK
Secretary Cris Rogers cm
President Dawn Nichols
1st Coun. Rachel Schnepf
2nd Coun. Kim Hale
Secretary Brein Halbert

_——
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HIGH PRIEST GROUP

Group Leader Kevin Schnepf

1st Asst. Scott Baker

2nd Asst.

Secretary Jimmy Matthews
ELDER'S QUORUM
President Aaron Martinez
1st Coun. Shaun Brown
2nd Coun, Johnny Martinez
Secretary Scott Driggs
President Chris Carter

1st Coun. Chad Gardiner
2nd Coun, Jason Neenos
Secretary Ernest Halliday

WARD MISSIONARIES

Leader - Dwight Morris
Semisi Tonga Anne Berryman

Krista Biggs Tate Brinton
Ray Crandell Max Doty
Hugh Eaton Jane Eaton
Grace Halliday Larry Pollard
Sharon McCartney  Adia Wood
Chad Robinson Mike Harris
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ADVENTURE

Ward Campout
Sept. 11-12
Pivot Rock




NMissiomary N iail

Sister Larissa Hunt Minnesota-Minneapolis Mission 5931 W. 96 th St. Bloomington, MN 55438-1715

T/13 So this past week I reached my year mark I=n't that so crazy! Time really flies! Wow!

1 had to grve a talk yesterday on how repentance heals our souls. I sent you a copy of it but I didn't type it up. Sister Parke also sang I stand all Amazed m sacrament. She had to
do 1t becanse she lost in a bet in 2 game of basketball with Steve. Everyone said we did a good job.

We finished a training we had to do for a app called Area book planner. It will have our planner on there as well as all our teaching records. It will all be on this app. We were
informed today that that app will now be on our 1pads. We will no longer have paper planners which will be weird. It's exciting though! All the mfo we need wall be on this app.

On Tuesday we had our district meeting. It was zll about workang with members. I had to give a traming on our relabionships with members. I think it went well. I don't know
what it 1= about this week but I gave two talks. The district meeting inspired us to fizure out ways we can better work with members. It was so good! I have been out a year and
still haven't fizured out the best way to mvolve members. Haha! After the meeting we taught Tiffany Apperzon, the one with the controlling husband and won't let her got o
church She still has an awesome testimony of the gospel and wants to come back to church. We taught her the restoration. She liked that she could get the gospel hibrary app and
that it has everything on it.

On Wednesday we went to the Twins game with lots of missionanes. We filled up a whole section of missionanies so that was pretty furmy. There were a lot of white shirts and
ties. We had more fun talking with everyone then we did watching the game. It was fum! It took like 30 minutes to find a parkang spot though which made us a Iittle late. All the
parking garages were full. It was good to see Sister Young and others there. That night we met two guys outside their apartment and taught them a little bit. Their names are Jock
and Tony. They said they were going to come to church but they didn't.

Thursday we had six set appointments right after the other. It doesn't usually happen like that so it was pretty cool. Only two canceled which was good. We taught Lesly. She 1z
senously so awesome and wants so badly to be baptized. We are praying for a miracle that her parents will have a change of heart. We also taught a girl named Madeline but she
didn't have much time. We had a lesson with Kathy and she gave us some slippers she croqueted. They are so comfy. I will send you a picture of them.

7/6 On Monday after we stopped by some people we went and did service for Sister Erlendsson. That night we had a lesson with a recent convert, named Mercy. She 1= from
Kenya. After the lesson we went fracting and met an awesome spanish buy about our age. We taught him the restoration and he seemed really interested in it. We set up a retum
appointment which he didn't keep. We can hopefully teach him and his family this week. It will be awesome if we can teach him again.

On Tuesday we taught Brad again, the one we met at Wendy's. He seemed to enjoy the plan of salvation. We helped him have more of an interest to read the book of mommon.
He won't be able to come to church though for a few weeks. We also had a lesson with Amallia the one we found when we had three muracles nght m a row. The spanish sisters
were able to come with and they tausht pretty much the whole lesson m Spamish_ I guess she got some anti info so wasn't sure about the book of mormon or Joseph smith. That
night we stopped by some less-actrves we had never met. One didn't want anymore contact from the church and wanted her records removed. The other one when she opened the
door was tallang really quitely. She said her husband 1s totally against us coming by. He thinks we are Jehovah's witness and that we are a colt. She quickly asked us to give her
our number. We didn't think she was gomg to call but she did about ten minutes later. She was again whisperng and asked 1f we could meet at the library on Thursday . it was
cool that we were able to meet her because she really does want to come to church.

On Wednesday we had interviews with President Forbes. Those went well! They are all very similar: he asks how we like our area, and companion and then asks if we have
any questions for him. He doesn't usually say much more than that It's kind of funny! After our interviews we ate at Snuffy’s with Brother Longstreet as usual. Right before dinner
we met a lady walking her dog. She asked us if we were the ones that visited with her last year but we weren't here at that pomt. she said she knew what we taught and wasn't too
interested at first. We began teaching her about the restoration and she was gettmg info 1t and asking lots of questions. At one pomt she said she had goosebumps and we told her
that was the spint. We could both feel the the spint very strongly so it was an awesome lesson with. We invited her to be baptized and set up a retum appointment with her. We
will see her agam on Thursday . We had dinner with the Nebekers. Then we had a second dmner with Steve and Mary, the ones we met while they were out on their walk. They
wanted to have us over for pizza and we were also planning on having a lesson with them. We were so full smece we had two dmners. We taught them the restoration. They had a
lot of good questions but they are still in a info stage stage. They didn't want to commut to reading the book of Mormon because they wanted to do more research on it. We hope
they don't find any ant info about the church when they do their research. Hopefully we will be able to teach them again in a few weeks.

On Thursday we helped out at FMSC. Oh and I found out they have one in Mesa so I could go to it when I get home. We then went to meet Tiffany Apperson, the one that was
whispermng at the door. We were gomg to meet at the library but decided to take us out to lunch out of town so word wouldn't get back to her husband. He seems super controlling
because he won't even let her go to church. She told us her whole story. Before she left the church she was taking temple prep but didn't want to go if she was gomg to go less-
active afterwards. She wants to get back to church though. She said she can only go for and hour or two so her husband doesn't suspect she is gomng to our church. She also wants
to meet with us weekly durmg her work hours so her husband won't know. she does a lot of driving for her job so she has a very flexible work schedule. I feel bad gomg behind
her husbands back to teach her but she wants us to do it. It should be good for her though.

On Friday we had weekly planning and saw some less-actives most of the day. We watched The Testaments with a less-active, Sister Alden, and her grand-daughter(a non-
member). They seemed to enjoy 1t. We also saw Brother Dam(Dom). He 15 Vietnamese and probably m his 70s. We see him each week. He translates a chapter from the book of
Momon from Vietnamese to English then he reads 1t to us. He already has 1t translated for when we come and he said it takes him four hours to do a chapter.

On Saturday we had a meeting with the bishop and went to help set up for a BBQ a2 member of the ward was putting on. Our p-day was switched to Saturday so we got to
play. We went to the big barbeque at the Ashfords. They had quite a bit of the ward there and they provide all the meat. They only asked for 5 dollars per fanuly to help pay for it.
It was super good. I had some bnsket with some of their homemade BBQ sauce. Then we spent the rest of the day with the Nelsons, whom we live with. Sister Parke took a nap
while I watched them paddle board. Steve took his grand-daughters out on the board. They are 3 and 2. They just sat all nicely while steve paddled them around. Then we went
and played tennis which I loved. Steve's daughter, son, daughter-m-law and their three children are m town so they came to play tennis as well. I beat his danghter Kelly but Steve
beat me. It was fun though! THen we came home and made dmner. After dinner we all sat by the fire and talked until the fireworks started. We watched the fireworks nght m their
backyard. There were quite a fow shows going on around the lake. It was so much fun! It was one of the best 4th of July celebrations. Oh and Sister Larson and Steadman came to
their house as well Sister Larson served here for awhile before | came. It was also fun to have them there with us. That was my week! This week 15 also another weird p-day
because our actual p-day will be on Wednesday . All the missionanes, meluding our mission president, in the cities that are close enough are gomg to a twins baseball game on
Wednesday so that should be fun. It makes for some odd p-days for the last two weeks. Next week should be 2 normal Monday p-day. Anyways, I love you all and hope you have
a good wesk. Love, Sister Hunt
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NMissionary Nail

Elder Brenden Merkley utan salt Lake City East Mission 3625 S. 900 E. #10.  Salt Lake City, UT 84106

6/22 Things here are ok someone that Elder Wood
and I know died Friday running the Ragnar. Brother Rasch
1s his name_You met the family when we skyped at their
house for Mother’s Day. Sister Rasch 1s taking it really
well and her son came home from his mission early to help
his family. Just keep them in your prayers.

Our investigators are doing good we have a
baptism this week with Tor1 and Vance. They are the ones
with all the family drama Hopefully nothing stops them
from getting baptized again. So in a sense that was our
miracle this week.

Good luck on your test nest week. That 1s weird
that President Eberhardt emailed the parents about not
emailing us throughout the week. When we first got our
1Pads they didn’t say anything about it. But since he said
it then I guess we should follow 1t.

Tori and Vance got baptized! We found them by going through a list of unbaptized children. I am so glad things
worked out for them. The pictures vou saw on facebook of temple day it was not the day of the baptism but it was the
funeral. So, we stayed to be with the Rasch family. Which the family 1s doing good.

Things are great. Transfers are on the 7th I would love to stay one more with elder wood.

That 1s neat that Dad sang a solo at church. Can I get a video of dad singing? I don’t think I have ever heard of that song.

About that coming to pick me up, can I just fly home? we can come back up to see the areas | have served in.
But you come up and I don’t get released then I go through my old areas I will feel like I need to teach someone with me
still having my tag on but i1f [ don’t have 1t on I think I could relax knowing that 1t 1s done. Also I don’t want to take my
sibling out of school, they need to be there learning not having fun.

I hope that your tests goes well today. As I read your patriarchal blessing that you put in the email it made me
think that 1s why you are in Cub Scout and primary.

I love you too. Elder Wood says hi. Hope that all 1s well in Zion for you and the rest of the family.
Love, Elder Merkley
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NMissionary Nail

Elder Homer & Sister Connie Rogers Philippines Quezon City North Mission

Hi, Highlights of the past 2 weeks. Our Self Reliance Conference in Valenzuela was very successful 14 from our District went to Valenzuela. I went
to the class on learning how to interview. The teachers did an excellent job. The improvement of the members was noticeable as they role played. You
could see their confidence get stronger. Some would go back and teach in their Ward or Branches, some are trying to get a better job than what they have
now and some are trying to get a job period. Pres. Chavez fed us on our trip over (we had already had a hefty bowl of oatmeal before we left the house)
then when we arrived they had chicken sandwiches. We had no room for those. Then they had lunch and before we left they had soup. We did eat lunch
but had no room for the soup. They were very hospitable.

After getting back to town about 6:20pm we went to a Branch FHE. Elder Mabala and Cabral gave an excellent lesson on strengthening families.
We then were honored to show them our family pictures and tell them a little about our family. They then had a game for us. They lined 10 people up in
front of us and we were to remember their names. They said it was to help us learn the members names If we got them wrong though we would be
punished! Lol I told Elder Rogers to memorize all the 1's and I would memorize all the 2's that way we would only have 5 each. WRONG anyway, the
punishment was eat Balut or dance the Chop Stick Dance. I did partake...of the Balut! They were shocked that I chose that. I peeled it and chose the most
white part and I just bit off a sliver of it. I did have my eyes closed! Lol It tasted like a boiled egg with texture. I have to say it was better than herring eggs
in Alaska! You should have seen Elder Rogers face as he was going to partake as well. Poor guy looked like he would throw up before he even ate it. He
opened his egg and it was totally gray! The members started to ask him if he was ok, as they could €1l he looked sick. Then Pres. Pangilinan told him he
didn't have to eat it and I told him he could go dance. Lol We made a memory that FHE for sure. Then ...they ate dinner about 8:40pm we told them we
were stuffed from the Self Reliance conference which was true. We left the house at 7am and got home about 10pm that day.

I think on Sunday I experienced my most embarrassing moment already! I forgot to wear my slip! I will just leave it at that What was funny
about it though as I snuck into Relief Society was this, they asked me to conduct the practice songand I said, "no not today.” Then they said, "why Sister
won't you conduct our song?” And I said after hesitating, "because I forgot to wear a slip today!" They cracked up laughing with me. Then they closed the
doors and said to go up and conduct so, I did.

The 25th we went out with the Elders. We mostly did invitations to our Branch FHE to LA's. They tned to meet with one other as well but she
was too shy to have us there with them. We also invited 1 part member family. Then we parked at Pochi's home. He was with us, and we walked down to
the Marquez family They have G'ma and 2 sisters with about 6 kids living there. We spoke about having Faith through our trials. Their G'ma is sick so
maybe it benefited them there.

We had a great transfer day. We will Miss the Elders that left. I think Elder Rogers really misses Elder Mabala as he has gone around for 3 days
saying "A ha!" like Elder Mabala did in our meetings when he was ready to move on in his lesson’s. k makes me laugh.

I thought the FHE with Josie Thompson was well received. I felt the spirit myself more than once and as I looked at the members I saw some
wipe their eyes. When the group got there they brought there equipment in and I reminded them they were not to film_  They said they knew but, that they
didn't leave it in the van. I coulda't blame them as it is expensive equipment. I have to apologizes as Pres Chavez was asked by them just minutes before it
started if they could film. I had already told Pres. Chavez days earlier that we were not to have any audio or visval recording per Pres. Bertin. He gave
them permission anyway. I am sorry. I did speak to some of the youth afterwards and they told me they felt the spirit as well. If it helped 1 person have
more hope and faith in the Savior than it was well worth it.

We went out with the Sisters yesterday July 2nd. It is always good to visit the members. We tavght about service. I shared Ephesians 6:6 about
serving with your heart and not serving to be seen of men. We also taught about patience. I told about how Joseph had to be patient in receiving the Gold
plates. I also talked about the Pioneers and how they moved so many times and then walked the plainsto Salt Lake City. I then told the member that he is
a pioneer in his area as he is the only one in his town that is a member. I love to watch them learn They love to have us over as well as the younger
missionaries and what they bring.

We delivered a Liahona to a Brother in the Branch Ashlie showed us where he lived. He wasn't home. When we walked Ashlie back home they
invited vs in. We were not planning on teaching but, then they asked us to start with a prayer. So, we did have a teaching moment. They taught us! Ashlie
translated a story about prayer out of the Liahona or Friend magazine that she had there. Elder Rogers asked her if she liked to smile because she smiles
all the time. We then taught her the song, "If You Chance To Meet A Frown."” She then sang us a song "If The Savior Stood Beside Me."” She said she
would sing in sacrament mtg if she was asked too, she is 9 yrs old. Her Catholic cousin DeAnna saidshe would come and listen to her if she sang. Whata
sweetheart little Ashlie is. We started with G'ma and Ashlie and ended up w 5 little girls at the end of our visit Oh the Iife of a Missionary. I love it!

We love you, Brother and Sister Rogers

Elder Rogers 2nd Counselor, Pres. Pangilinan and Bro. Jeffery 1st Counselor
Pic in my Folk dance costume for the Gold and Green Ball w Sister Jones from Idaho
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